The home is essential to human existence and architecture
originates, at least in part, in this deep instinctual

need. Home design is also an obvious place to develop
innovation in architecture. The American author James
Baldwin speculated in his 1956 novel Giovanni's

Room that “Perhaps home is not a place, but simply an
irrevocable condition.” From one end of the world to the
other these houses may vary in size and cost, but they
share the conditions of shelter, comfort,

and return to essentials.

— Philip Jodidio
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A relatively complex composition of horizontal and vertical elements

marks this entrance stairway that leads here to a fairly closed volume.

Section

The client for this house, a New York real estate promoter best known
for developing the Dumbo area in Brooklyn, went to a local architect to
design a new house on Long Island. Dissatisfied, he instead appointed
Tod Williams and Billie Tsien who are known as the architects of the
Barnes Foundation (Philadelphia, 2012) and the now-demolished

Folk Art Museum on 53rd Street in Manhattan. The clients asked

the architects to retain the idea of a bar-shaped structure developed

partially with the first architect.

The relatively narrow, 11,990-square-foot (1,114-square-meter) house
has a 7.9-inch-thick (20-centimeter-thick) poured-in-place cantilevered
ceiling. Despite the extensive presence of concrete, the house has
unobstructed views to the Atlantic Ocean on one side and Shinnecock
Bay on the other, from both the lower level public areas and the upstairs
bedrooms. The architects included a cantilevered stairway finished in
Bleu de Savoie which is a French silver-gray marble, and warmer raw

teak surfaces in the kitchen and bedroom closets.
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Second-floor plan

Ground-floor plan 1 Entrance 7 Study 13 Master bathroom o Lalits @
2 Living room 8 Powder room 14 Master closet
3 Fireplace 9 Guest room 15 Guest bedroom
4 Dining room 10 Pool 16 Guest bathroom
5 Kitchen 11 Sunroom
6 Storage/laundry 12 Master bedroom
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Board-formed concrete walls contrast with the smooth
floor surface and wood cladding and doors.







