
XXMONTH 2023 | COTTAGESGARDENS.COM | HC&GHC&G | COTTAGESGARDENS.COM | AUGUST 1, 202390

On one of Sag Harbor’s most storied streets, a newly 
built home manages to hide in plain sight

PEEKING 
THROUGH

BY DAVID MASELLO  |  PHOTOGRAPHS BY READ MCKENDREE

Tall And Proud
(opposite) Architects Jun 

Lee and Aaron Proulx 
from Craft Modern clad 

the steeply pitched 
home in vertical-grain 
cedar. (this page) In the 

foyer, a mirror from 
Bower Studios hangs 

above an ebonized teak 
console from Jayson 

Home. See Resources. 

AS SEEN IN
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o many people stop 

to look at and photograph the new house on 
Glover Street that three of its residents, six-year-
old Rowan, her four-and-a-half-year-old sister, 
Dakota, and Sammy, a 100-pound Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog, have taken to sitting at the front 
windows to watch and wave at the passersby. 
“The girls love to gather there every day,” says 
their mother, Kiley DeMarco. “It has become 
their favorite spot.” Kiley and her husband, Nick 
DeMarco, president of an eponymous residential 
construction company, wanted to build a home 
for themselves in Sag Harbor that, according 
to Nick, “ has a contemporary vibe, but looks as 
if it ties in directly to the history of the village.” 
Thanks to the couple’s collaboration with 
architects Aaron Proulx and Jun Lee of Craft 
Modern and interior designer Alicia Murphy, 
their goal was realized, and then some.

The two-story wooden residence that has 
been grabbing so much attention is particularly 
distinctive for its steeply pitched roof and 
monumental chimney, which form a decidedly 
modern silhouette that also nods to the 
symmetrical, centuries-old whaling captains’ 
houses found throughout the village. “Before 
building this home,” DeMarco says, “we lived on 
the street for 10 years, and its history and the scale 
of the houses that line the length of it mean a lot to 
me. This is now the first modern house on the street, 
and I think it fits in well.”

Getting the perfect fit was made just a bit 
easier by the fact that the design professionals on 
the team all happen to be good friends. Murphy 
and Nick DeMarco went to high school together 
in Huntington, Long Island, and had previously 
joined forces on five local spec houses (although 
Murphy prefers the term “designed to sell ” 
houses). “This was the first time that Nick was 

Cozy Comfort
Furnishings in the 

living room include 
armchairs from 

Lawson-Fenning, 
swivel chairs from 

RH, and a sofa 
from Design Within 

Reach. The teak  
root coffee table is  
from Homenature. 

See Resources.
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AS AN INTERIOR DECORATOR,” SAYS ALICIA MURPHY,  
“IT WAS FUN FOR ME TO WORK SOME TRADITIONAL 

DESIGN THREADS INTO A MORE MODERN STRUCTURE

‘‘‘‘Material Goods
(this page) In the kitchen, BAS Stone countertops 
play off custom white-oak cabinetry by Style-
Wright. The range is from Wolf. (opposite) The den 
includes a leather safari chair from Jenni Kayne 
and an oversize custom tufted ottoman covered 
in a Holly Hunt vinyl leather. See Resources.
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Modern Family
(this page clockwise from top left) The mudroom’s custom cabinetry is by Style-Wright 
and the tile is from Stone Source. The dog room features a backsplash of black tile from 
Waterworks. A mirror from Bower Studios hangs above a BAS Stone vanity in a powder 
room. Christine Flynn’s Hamptons Dunes, sourced from One Kings Lane, adds a soft 
accent to the junior primary bedroom. (opposite) Autumn Path, a wall covering from Milton 
& King, stretches floor to ceiling in the daughters’ bedroom. The window treatments are 
from the Shade Store. See Resources.
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Hamptons Haven
(top left) Marble slabs on 
the primary bath’s walls 
are from Fame Luxury 
Stone. (near left) In the 
primary bedroom, a bed 
from Lawson-Fenning 
sits on a Nahla rug by 
Ben Soleimani. (above) 
Poolside and firepit 
furnishings are from 
Thayers Outdoor Living. 
The umbrellas are from 
CB2. See Resources.

my client, which made the process a bit more 
challenging, but also more exciting,” Murphy 
recounts. “I’m usually wary about working with 
friends, but because Nick always wants the best  
of the best in his projects and asked for my help 
on his own home, I said, ‘I’ ll show up for that.’ 
And as an interior decorator, it was fun for me  
to work some traditional design threads into  
a more modern structure.”

The DeMarcos had been living in a rental 
property directly across the street, so when this 
parcel with an undistinguished ranch house on 
it went on the market, they leapt at the chance 
to buy it. All those spectators’ views inside come 

courtesy of massive f loor-to-ceiling windows 
that pierce the front façade, but “we don’t live 
in a fishbowl,” Nick points out, noting that the 
home’s main staircase is positioned in front of 
the windows and privacy is further established 
by an elegant oak-and-metal rain screen fashioned 
by Murphy and Craft Modern. “The slats create 
beautiful shadows,” Murphy comments, “and while 
people can look in, they can’t see that far in.”

For the finishes and furnishings, Murphy 
struck a delicate balance between Nick ’s 
penchant for all things modern and neutral 
and Kiley’s desire for “a softer, more beachy 
Hamptons feel.” Oak paneling and f looring are 

employed throughout the home, a subtle foil to 
the energetic herringbone stone f loor in the foyer 
and a striking ebonized teak console. “A natural, 
earthy element like that piece helps accentuate 
the largely clean lines throughout,” says Murphy, 
who also let loose in the girls’ bedroom, where 
each sister gets her own two-story bunk bed 
beneath a ceiling covered in a dreamy pink 
wallpaper. “The girls love pink, and when they’re 
in bed, it’s as if they’re looking at clouds from 
a treehouse. It’s fun to push the boundaries of 
design, as long as you are always careful to keep 
the client in mind and, in this case, to stay true  
to a sense of place.” ✹

BEFORE BUILDING 
THIS HOME,” SAYS 
NICK DEMARCO, 
“WE LIVED ON 

THE STREET FOR 
10 YEARS, AND ITS 

HISTORY AND  
THE SCALE OF 

THE HOUSES THAT 
LINE THE LENGTH 

OF IT MEAN  
A LOT TO ME

”

“
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