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DAYS  
WELL SPENT

A getaway on the Maine coast is  
designed for the kind of carefree living that creates  

the warmest of memories.

Text by PAULA M. BODAH | Photography by READ MCKENDREE 
Styled by FRANCES BAILEY

Designer Chauncey Boothby uses 
New England-based products, like 
this wool rug from Boston designer 
Meredith Thayer, whenever she can. 
Likewise, artwork is by regional 
artists through Maine Art Hill gallery. 
The living room paintings are by 
Craig Mooney, while the piece near 
the stairs is by Janis H. Sanders.
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THIS PAGE, TOP TO BOTTOM: The front door is purposely 
understated, says architect Vincent Falotico. Tiered porches 
make the most of water views; the second-floor porch 
belongs to a casual family room. Built-ins, such as the 
breakfast area’s banquette, give the home a ship-like quality. 
FACING PAGE: A Merida rug anchors the dining room, whose 
trim is painted Benjamin Moore’s Yarmouth Blue cut by  
50 percent.

 On any given summer  
day in this coastal Maine 
home, the scents of sea  
and sunscreen drift in  

on the breeze, overlaid with the happy  
laughter of children. Come night-
time—after sweeping sand from the 
floors and consigning soggy beach  
towels to the laundry room—Mom  
and Dad kick back, on the broad front 
porch perhaps, or by the fireplace  
in the screened three-season room  
if there’s a nip in the air, and reflect on 
another day well spent.
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The islands’ Stratton Blue 
paint from Benjamin Moore 
is a bold yet soothing 
counterpoint to the otherwise 
white kitchen. “We used a lot 
of natural materials,” Boothby 
says, noting the caned counter 
stools and the baskets in the 
glass-front cubbyholes.
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For the four children, from toddler to 
preteen, these carefree days unfold just 
as they should: one by one, each its own 
fleeting experience, with no thought for 
the future. Their parents know, however, 
that the barbecues with grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and the passel of cousins 
who live nearby, the sun-drenched days 
at the beach, even the rainy-day games, 
are the ingredients for a lifetime of cher-
ished memories. 

That, of course, was the plan all 
along. The family’s primary home is in 
Connecticut, but the mother grew up 
in this very Maine neighborhood. Her 
connection with her extended family 
remains strong, and she and her husband 
hope their kids will forge the same solid 
bonds. In fact, although it’s tempting 
to call this their summer house, the 
family also makes the drive north for 
long weekends, holidays, and random 
getaways.

Architect Vincent Falotico could 
hardly have designed a more suitable 
house for fulfilling that hope. The  
Shingle-style home is a New England 
beachfront classic with its gabled dor-
mers, stone chimneys, and a series of 
porches that cascade from top to bottom 
of the two-and-a-half-story structure. 
“This is a low-key community,” Falotico 
notes. “They didn’t want the house to 
pop out.” That said, the homeowners  
did choose to paint the exterior an  
eye-catching shade of summer-sky blue. 

GRANTING THE COUPLE’S 
WISH FOR A BEACH HOUSE 
THAT WASN’T TOO BEACHY, 
BOOTHBY OVERLAID A  
MOSTLY WHITE BACKDROP 
WITH BLUES.

The husband’s office reflects 
his passion for midcentury 
furniture. Another painting by 
Janis H. Sanders hangs above the 
fireplace. FACING PAGE: “This is 
the one room where we went with 
the more typical blue-and-white 
nautical feel, although with a more 
youthful, contemporary touch,” 
says Boothby of the three-season 
screened porch.
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ABOVE: The bright Clé cement floor tiles were 
the starting point for the bold palette of a  
boy’s bathroom. RIGHT: The family’s two sons  
sleep in the full-size bottom bunks, while 
the twin-size upper bunks are for sleepovers 
with a couple of cousins or neighborhood 
playmates.  

Inside, Falotico kept the details sim-
ple, with unfussy moldings and Shaker-
style paneling. “We wanted a clean look, 
but not too contemporary,” he explains. 
He outfitted the foyer in horizontal 
flush-board siding that continues up 
the stairway to the second floor. “It’s 
durable, fresh, and clean-looking, and it 
gives texture to the walls.”

Interior designer Chauncey Boothby 
came to the project with true cred: like 
the homeowner, she’s a native of Maine 
who now lives in Connecticut and has 
young children. Granting the couple’s 
wish for a beach house that wasn’t too 
beachy, Boothby overlaid a mostly white 
backdrop with blues in shades from 
the dining room’s pale-sky hue to the 
duck-egg of the kitchen islands, to the 
almost-white of a breaking wave’s froth 
in the master suite. “The colors evoke 
the ocean for a beachy feel, but without 
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cliché,” the designer says. Natural 
materials—rushed and caned chairs, the 
master bedroom’s paper-cord chande-
lier—foster the connection to the land-
scape. So does the art; every piece, from 
the large seascapes in the living room to 
the vivid painting in the husband’s office, 
is from Kennebunk’s Maine Art Hill, a 
gallery that represents solely Maine-

connected artists.
The children, naturally, don’t focus 

on the stylish elegance of the decor 
or the clever way both architect and 
designer created an effortless flow be-
tween rooms. They’re too busy creating 
memories.

EDITOR’S NOTE: For details about this home, 
see Resources.

ARCHITECTURE:  
Vincent Falotico,  
Brooks & Falotico 

INTERIOR DESIGN:  
Chauncey Boothby, 
Chauncey Boothby  
Interiors 

BUILDER:  
Kevin Lord,  
Thomas & Lord 

Horizontal flush board on the 
ceiling adds a cozy feel to the 
master bedroom, while fabrics 
in the palest seafoam hue  
give the space its serene feel. 
FACING PAGE: A walk-through 
shower with a marble anchor 
wall and glass on three sides 
sits between matching vanities 
in the master bath.


